CLAIMS 



is claimed is: 

1. A method for controlling display of medical images, said method comprising 
steps of: 

displaying a plurality of thumbnail size medical images on a control panel; 

displaying, on said control panel, a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first 
set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; 

displaying, on a first display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said first 
set of thxmibnail size medical images; 

displaying, on said control panel, a second navigation rectangle that encompasses a 
second set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; and 

displaying, on a second display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said 
second set of thumbnail size medical images. 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
displaying images for at least one medical exam on said control panel, said images for 

said medical exam comprising a plurality of said thumbnail size medical 
images; 

receiving user input to select at least one thumbnail size medical image of a medical 

exam for a navigation rectangle; 
displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a navigation rectangle 

that encompasses said thumbnail size medical image for said medical exam 

selected; and 
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displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said 
thumbnail size medical image. 

3. The method as set forth in claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

5 receiving user input to replace at least one thumbnail size medical image of a medical 

exam with at least one different thimibnail size medical image of said medical 
exam; 

displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said different thumbnail size medical image 
10 selected; and 

displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said different 
thumbnail size medical image. 

4. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

15 receiving user input to select at least one additional thumbnail size medical image; 

displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said additional thumbnail size medical image 
selected; and 

displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said additional 
20 thumbnail size medical image. 

5. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the step of displaying, on a first 
display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said first set of thumbnail size medical 
images comprises the step of displaying a plurality of medical images, each in a window pane 

25 on said first display. 
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6. The method as set forth in claim 5, further comprising the step of displaying, 
in a portion of a thumbnail image on said control panel, a pane icon that identifies a location 
of a pane for said corresponding medical image displayed on said display. 



5 7. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving user input to reposition at least one thumbnail size medical image within 

said navigation rectangle; 
displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, said navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said repositioned thumbnail size medical image; 
10 and 

displaying, on a display, said medical images in an order that corresponds to said 
repositioned thimibnail size medical images. 



8. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
1 5 generating a plurality of virtual monitors for a single display; 

displaying, on said control panel, a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first 
set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; 
displaying, within a first virtual monitor on said display, at least one medical image 
20 that corresponds to said first set of thumbnail size medical images; 

displaying, on said control panel, a second navigation rectangle that encompasses a 
second set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; and 
displaying, within a second virtual monitor on said display, at least one medical image 
25 that corresponds to said second set of thumbnail size medical images. 
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9. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving user input to bind at least two navigation rectangles; 

receiving user input to conduct an operation on said two navigation rectangles; 
conducting, in response to said input, said operation on both of said navigation 

rectangles displayed on said control panel; and 
conducting said operation so as to effectuate two monitors that correspond to said two 

navigation rectangles bound. 

10. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
displaying a plurality of window panes on a display, such that said window panes 

divide said display into a plurality of sections; 
displaying a pluraUty of medical images, each in a window pane of said display; 
receiving user input to generate a segment for at least two window panes; 
receiving user input to conduct an operation on said segment; 
conducting, in response to said input, said operation on said segment displayed on 

said control panel; and 
conducting said operation so as to effectuate said two window panes that correspond 

to said segment. 

11. A medical informatics system comprising: 

control panel for displaying a plurality of thumbnail size medical images, for 
displaying a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first set of 
thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said thumbnail size 
medical images displayed on said control monitor, and for displaying a second 
navigation rectangle that encompasses a second set of thxmibnail size medical 
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images comprising at least one of said thumbnail size medical images 

displayed on said control monitor; 
first display, coupled to said control panel, for displaying at least one medical image 

that corresponds to said first set of thumbnail size medical images; and 
second display for displaying at least one medical image that corresponds to said 

second set of thimibnail size medical images. 

12. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 11, further comprising 
input device, coupled to said control panel, for receiving user input to select at least one 
thumbnail size medical image of a medical exam for a navigation rectangle; and wherein: 

said control panel further for displaying images for at least one medical exam, said 
images for said medical exam comprising a plurality of said thumbnail size 
medical images; 

said control panel for displaying in response to said user input, a navigation rectangle 
that encompasses said thumbnail size medical image for said medical exam 
selected; and 

said display for displaying at least one medical image that corresponds to said 
thumbnail size medical image. 

13. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 12, further comprising an 
input device for receiving user input to replace at least one thumbnail size medical image of a 
medical exam with at least one different thumbnail size medical image of said medical exam, 
and wherein: 

said control panel for displaying, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said different thumbnail size medical image 
selected; and 
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said display for displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds 
to said different thumbnail size medical image. 

14. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, further comprising an 
5 input device for receiving user input to select at least one additional thumbnail size medical 

image, and wherein: 

said control panel for displaying, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said additional thumbnail size medical image 
selected; and 

10 said display for displaying at least one medical image that corresponds to said 

additional thumbnail size medical image. 

15. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, wherein said display 
for displaying a plurality of medical images, each in a window pane on said display. 

15 

16. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 15, wherein said control 
panel for displaying, in a portion of a thumbnail image, a pane icon that identifies a location 
of a pane for said corresponding medical image displayed on said display. 

20 17. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, further comprising an 

input device for receiving user input to reposition at least one thumbnail size medical image 
within said navigation rectangle; and wherein: 

said control panel for displaying, in response to said user input, said navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said repositioned thumbnail size medical image; 
25 and 
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said display for displaying said medical images in an order that corresponds to said 
repositioned thumbnail size medical images. 

18. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, wherein: 
said display further comprising a plurality of virtual monitors; 

said control panel for displaying a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first 
set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control panel; 

said first virtual monitor for displaying at least one medical image that corresponds to 
said first set of thumbnail size medical images; 

said control panel for displaying a second navigation rectangle that encompasses a 
second set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control panel; and 

said second virtual monitor for displaying at least one medical image that corresponds 
to said second set of thumbnail size medical images. 

19. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, further comprising: 
input device for receiving user input to bind at least two navigation rectangles and for 

receiving user input to conduct an operation on said two navigation rectangles; 
and 

software for conducting, in response to said input, said operation on both of said 
navigation rectangles displayed on said control panel, and for conducting said 
operation so as to effectuate two monitors that correspond to said two 
navigation rectangles bound. 

20. The medical informatics system as set forth in claim 10, further comprising: 
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a plurality of window panes displayed on said display, such that said window panes 
divide said display into a plurality of sections, each window pane for 
displaying a medical image; 

input device for receiving user input to generate a segment for at least two window 
panes and for receiving user input to conduct an operation on said segment; 

software for conducting, in response to said input, said operation on said segment 
displayed on said control panel, and for conducting said operation so as to 
effectuate said two window panes that correspond to said segment. 

21. A computer readable medium comprising a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed, causes the computer to perform the steps of: 

displaying a pluraUty of thumbnail size medical images on a control panel; 

displaying, on said control panel, a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first 
set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; 

displaying, on a first display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said first 
set of thumbnail size medical images; 

displaying, on said control panel, a second navigation rectangle that encompasses a 
second set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; and 

displaying, on a second display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said 
second set of thumbnail size medical images. 

22. The computer readable medixmi as set forth in claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 
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displaying images for at least one medical exam on said control panel, said images for 
said medical exam comprising a plurality of said thumbnail size medical 
images; 

receiving user input to select at least one thumbnail size medical image of a medical 
5 exam for a navigation rectangle; 

displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a navigation rectangle 
that encompasses said thumbnail size medical image for said medical exam 
selected; and 

displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said 
10 thumbnail size medical image. 

23. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 22, further comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving user input to replace at least one thumbnail size medical image of a medical 
15 exam with at least one different thumbnail size medical image of said medical 

exam; 

displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said different thumbnail size medical image 
selected; and 

20 displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said different 

thumbnail size medical image. 

24. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 

25 receiving user input to select at least one additional thumbnail size medical image; 
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displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, a new navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said additional thumbnail size medical image 
selected; and 

displaying, on a display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said additional 
5 thumbnail size medical image. 

25. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, wherein the step of 
displaying, on a first display, at least one medical image that corresponds to said first set of 
thumbnail size medical images comprises the step of displaying a plurality of medical 

10 images, each in a window pane on said first display. 

26. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 25, fiirther comprising 
the step of displaying, in a portion of a thumbnail image on said control panel, a pane icon 
that identifies a location of a pane for said corresponding medical image displayed on said 

15 display. 

27. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, fiirther comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving user input to reposition at least one thumbnail size medical image within 
20 said navigation rectangle; 

displaying, on said control panel, in response to said user input, said navigation 
rectangle that encompasses said repositioned thumbnail size medical image; 
and 

displaying, on a display, said medical images in an order that corresponds to said 
25 repositioned thumbnail size medical images. 
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28. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 

generating a plurality of virtual monitors for a single display; 

displaying, on said control panel, a first navigation rectangle that encompasses a first 
set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; 

displaying, within a first virtual monitor on said display, at least one medical image 
that corresponds to said first set of thumbnail size medical images; 

displaying, on said control panel, a second navigation rectangle that encompasses a 
second set of thumbnail size medical images comprising at least one of said 
thumbnail size medical images displayed on said control monitor; and 

displaying, within a second virtual monitor on said display, at least one medical image 
that corresponds to said second set of thumbnail size medical images. 

29. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, fiirther comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving user input to bind at least two navigation rectangles; 

receiving user input to conduct an operation on said two navigation rectangles; 

conducting, in response to said input, said operation on both of said navigation 

rectangles displayed on said control panel; and 
conducting said operation so as to effectuate two monitors that correspond to said two 

navigation rectangles bound. 

30. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 21, further comprising 
the steps of: 
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displaying a plurality of window panes on a display, such that said window panes 

divide said display into a plurality of sections; 
displaying a plurality of medical images, each in a window pane of said display; 
receiving user input to generate a segment for at least two window panes; 
receiving user input to conduct an operation on said segment; 
conducting, in response to said input, said operation on said segment displayed on 

said control panel; and 
conducting said operation so as to effectuate said two window panes that correspond 

to said segment. 
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